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FBNWICK'S PROPOSAL FOR PLANTING HIS COLONY 
OP NEW CuESAREA OR NEW JERSEY. 

[The following is a reprint of the first printed paper relative to the colony 
of West Jersey, after it came into the possession of Byllinge and Fenwick. 
Copies of the original are so rare that Mr. Whitehead writes, that the only 
copy heard of was offered for sale in London in 1853. The one from which 
we print is in the possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and 
was purchased at the sale of the library of the late George Brinley. It was 
from the " Penn Papers," and bears a memorandum in the handwriting of 
William Penn on the margin. It is a single sheet, about the size of a fools- 
cap page, and is printed on both sides ; that portion of it signed by Fenwick 
is given on the first page, the description of the country being on the second 
or back of the sheet. In printing we have carefully followed the spelling 
and punctuation of the original, and the same variation of type, making it 
as near a reprint as a modern font will permit. — Ed.] 

FBIENDS, 

HESE are to Satisfie you, or any other who are Sober, and 
are any wise minded to go along with me, and Plant within 
my COLONY; That we shall no doubt find, but that 'New 
CESEREA or JSTew JERSEY, w/hcA is the Place which I did 
Purchase : Together with the Government thereof, is a Healthy 
Pleasant, and Plentiful Country: According to the Re-port of 
many Honest Men, Friends, and others who has been there, and, 
the Character given thereof, by John Ogilbt in his AMERICA, 
which Therewith send. The Method I intend for the Planting of 
all, or so much thereof, as I shall reserve to myself, my Heirs and 
Assigns for ever. Is thus : 

1. TTTHoever is minded to Purchase to them and their 

YV Heirs for ever, may for Five Pound have a Thou- 
sand Acres, and so Ten Thousand Acres; and thereby be 
made Propriators or Free-Holders. 

2. Who is minded to Carry themselves, (and not Purchase) 
with their Families at their own Charges, are to have the 
Freedom of the Country when they Arrive, and one hundred 
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Acres foi' every Head they carry above the Age of Fourteen, 
to them and their Heirs for ever. At the yearly Rent of a 
Peny for every Acre, to Me, my Heirs and Assigns for ever. 

3. Who are minded to go as Servants, who must be Car- 
ried at my Charges, or any other Propriator, or Purchasers, 
or Carries themselves with Servants at their own Charges as 
aforesaid ; they are to Serve 4 years, and then to be made 
Free of the Country : Their Masters are to give them a Suit 
of Cloaths, and other things sutable; a Cow, a Hog, and so 
much "Wheat as the Law there in that Case allows ; with 
Working Tools to begin with : And then he is to have of 
me, or his Master out of his Propriety, a hundred Acres, 
Paying the yearly Pent of a Peny for every Acre ; To me 
and my Heirs for ever, or to his Master and his Heirs. 

And as for the Planting of the Whole, with Ease, Satisfac- 
tion and Profit, as well to the Poor as the Rich : this Method 
is intended, and approved of by many that are preparing to 
go with me, which I intend will be about the middle of the 
next Month call'd April, or the end thereof without fail, if 
the Lord please. 

First, 10000. Acres being pitch'd Upon, and divided ac- 
cording to every mans Propriety ; then Lots shall be cast, 
and when every one knows where his Lot lies, there being 
also a place Chosen and set out for a Town or City to be 
Built, in which every Purchaser must have a Part, by reason 
of Delaware River for Trade. Then every one must joyn 
their Hands, first in Building the Houses, and next in Im- 
proving the Land, casting Lots whose Houses shall be first 
built, and whose Land first Improved : And as the Land is 
Improved so it shall be for the Use of all the Hands and 
their Families which are joyned in this Community, until 
the whole 10000. Acres be Improved ; Then every one to 
have his own Lot to his own Use: And so this Method to be 
used till the Country be Planted. 

If any like not this Method, they may be left to Improve 
their Propriety alone. If any happen to go who is not Able 
to get a Livehood here, nor to Pay their Debts out of their 
Stocks, the Governor and his Council shall take care, upon 
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notice given thereof by the Creditors, that such shall make 
Satisfaction out of their Estates, as the Lord shall give a 
Blessing to their Labours, and an Increase of their Substance. 
Provided the Creditors hinder not their Passage, but give 
the Governor and his Council a Particular of their Debts. 

The Government is to be, by a Governor and 12 Council to 
be Chosen every year, 6 of the Council to go out, and 6 to 
come in ; whereby every Proprietor may be made capable of 
Government, and know the Affairs of the Country, and 
Privileges of the People. 

The Government to stand upon these two Basis, or Leges, 
viz. 1. The Defence of the Eoyal Law of God, his Name and 
true Worship, which is in Spirit and in Truth. 

2. The Good, Peace and Welfare, of every Individual 
Person. 

This 8th. of the 1st. Month. I am a Real Friend and Well- 

1675. wisher to all Men. 

/. Fenwick. 

The Description of a happy Country. 

DMaware-Bay, the Mouth of the River, lieth about the 
Mid way betwixt New York and the Capes of Virginia. 
The best Commodities for any to carry with them to this 
Country is Clothing, the Countrey being full of all sorts of 
Cattel, which they may furnish themselves withal at an easie 
Rate, for any sort of English Goods, as likewise Instruments for 
Husbandry and Building, with l^ails. Hinges, Glass, and the 
like. They get a Livelihood principally by Corn and Cattel, 
which will there fetch them any Commoditys : Likewise they 
Sow store of Flax, which they make every one Cloth of for their 
own wearing ; as also Woollen Cloth, and Linsey-woolsey ; 
and had they more Tradesmen amongst them, they would in 
a little time live without the help of any other Countrey for 
their Cloathing ; for Tradesmen there be none but live hap- 
pily there, as Carpenters, Blacksmiths, Masons, Tayloi-s, 
Weavers, Shoemakers, Tanners, Brickmakers, and so any 
other Trade: Them that have no Trade betake themselves to 
Husbandry, get Land of their own and live exceeding well. 
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We shall conclude our Discourse of this Country with a 
notable Character given thereof by a late Writer, as to the 
great advantage of happy living in all respects, for whosoever 
shall be pleas'd to betake himself thither to Live. 

IF there be any terrestial happiness (saith he) to be had 
by any People, especially of any inferior rauk, it must 
certainly be here. Here any one may furnish himself with 
Land, and live Rent-free, yea, with such a quantity of Land, 
that he may weary himself with walking over his Fields of 
Corn, and all sorts of Grain, and let his Stock amount to 
some hundreds ; he needs not fear their want of Pasture in 
the Summer, or Fodder in the Winter, the Woods aflbrding 
sufficient supply, where you have Grass as high as a Man's 
Knees, nay, as high as his Waste, interlac'd with Pea-Vines, 
and other Weeds that Cattel much delight in, as much as a 
Man can pass through : And these Woods also every Mile and 
hulf Mile are furnish 'd with fresh Ponds, Brooks, or Rivers, 
where all sorts of Cattel, during the heat of ihe day, do 
quench, their thirst, and Cool themselves. These Brooks and 
Rivers being inviron'd of each side with several sorts of Trees 
and Grape- Vines, Arbor-like interchanging places, and cross- 
ing these Rivers, do shade and shelter them from the scorch- 
ing beams of the Sun. Such as by their utmost Labors can 
scarcely get a Living, may here procure Inheritance of Lands 
and Possessions, stock themselves with all sorts of Cattel, 
enjoy the benefit of them whilst they live, and leave them to 
their Children when they die. Here you need not trouble 
the Shambles for Meat, nor Bakers and Brewers for Beer and 
Bread, nor run to a Linnen-Draper for a supply, every one 
making their own Linnen, and a great part of their Woollen 
Cloth for their ordinary wearing. And how prodigal (if I 
may say) hath ISTature been to furnish this Countrey with all 
sorts of Wild Beast and Fowl, which every one hath an in- 
terest in, and may Hunt at his pleasure ; where, besides the 
pleasure in Hunting, he may furnish his House with excel- 
lent fat Venison, Turkies, Geese, Heath-hens, Cranes, Swans, 
Ducks, Pigeons, and the like ; and wearied with that, he may 
go a Fishing, where the Rivers are so furnish'd, that he may 
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supply himself with Fish before he can leave off the Recrea- 
tion. Here one may Travel by Land upon the same Conti- 
nent hundred of Miles, and pass through Towns and Villages, 
and never hear the least complaint for want, nor hear any 
ask him for a farthing. Here one may lodge in the Fields 
and Woods travel from one end of the Country to another, 
with as much security as if he were lock'd within his own 
Chamber: And if one chance to meet with an Indian Town, 
they shall give him the best Entertainment they have, and 
upon his desire direct him on his "Way. But that which 
adds happiness to all the rest, is the healthfulness of the 
Place, where many People in twenty years time never know 
what Sickness is ; where they look upon it as a great Mor- 
tality, if two or three die out of a Town in a years time. 
Besides the sweetness of the Air, the Countrey it self sends 
forth such a fragrant smell, that it may be perceiv'd at Sea be- 
fore they can make the Land : No evil Fog or Vapor doth 
any sooner appear, but a North-West or Westerly Wind im- 
mediately dissolves it, and drives it away. Moreover, you 
shall scarce see a House, but the South-side is begirt with 
Hives of Bees, which increase after an incredible manner: So 
that if there be any terrestrial Canaan, 'tis surely here, where 
the Land floweth with Milk and Honey. 



